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1935 - 2025  Celebrating 90 Years of Geology, Mineralogy, and The Lapidary Arts.

NOTE: There’s often more detail about club events on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/SFgem.mineral
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Dear members and friends of the San Francisco Gem and Mineral Society:  
You are cordially invited to our March 2025 First Friday Meeting on Zoom.

Emily Schwartzman is an artist and member of the San 
Francisco Gem and Mineral Society. During a recent painting 
residency in Naples, Italy, she explored the region’s art and 
geology—from intarsia to active volcanic landscapes. Her 
presentation will share lapidary inspirations, geological 
wonders, and art created during her journey.

Wherever you are, settle in with a favorite drink or snack and 
enjoy! After the presentation a general discussion will follow.

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/jz3ikg-jSQ-VcwVQEXJ-6A

      JOIN US FOR THE MARCH GENERAL MEETING
ON ZOOM — FRIDAY MARCH 7TH AT 7 PM

“An American Rockhound in Italy”
with Emily Schwartzman

Attend Our St. Patrick’s Celebration!
Sunday March 16th from 4 to 8 pm • At The Clubhouse!

CELEBR ATION AGENDA:
4 to 5 pm – Happy Hour – please bring a beverage to share and enjoy.

Sign-in for possible door prizes.
5 pm Call to Order – short meeting until 5:30 pm.

Enjoy food, drink, and conversation!
6:30 pm – Live Auction.

Ongoing: silent auction and door prizes!

We need your help to set up and clean after the event. We also have a wish list for finger food 
such as cupcakes, cookies, finger sandwiches, meatballs, fruit kabobs, cut up veggies, pigs 
in a blanket, baked pork buns, cheese crackers, deviled eggs, sushi rolls, pizza rolls, chicken 
nuggets, stuffed mushrooms, egg rolls/lumpia, 7-11 mini tacos … etc. – you get the idea.

  Please RSVP for the March 16th Celebration:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15J-JU3Ipgs7HoWfLiFJbfmHwZAenBOgaSgqZJD7Qpjw/edit?usp=sharing
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Part 158 Masthead by Kevin Anderson

 I Have a Reputation…

For being somewhat of a storyteller. I once had several 
people vie to take me home from our club to hear 

my latest goofy tale. But ... I also have a reputation for 
getting myself into various scrapes, and have also earned 
a reputation for having bad luck. As I’ve gotten older, (I 
recently turned seventy six) I’ve come to the conclusion 
that I’m not so unusual, other people seem to have as 
many odd, awful, and interesting stories as I do, but, you 
just don’t talk about them.

I wish you would. On those occasions when I am 
allowed inside your private stories, I marvel at the horrible, 
wonderful, and amazing experiences you’ve lived through 
on the way from childhood to old age. I learned long 
ago that ever since the Stone Age people told stories. 
Our ancestors set around the campfire telling of their 
experiences, this is how we learn, this is how we teach. And 
... it’s fun.

My friend Suki and I met a man named Bob a few 
months ago whom we now call a good friend. He works in 
a fascinating place in the east bay called “The Caning Shop.” 
Their primary job is to repair old chairs with caned backs 
and bottoms, but they also sell supplies for basket weaving, 
gourd art, and anything weird, wonderful and interesting.
The place is huge, but is so stuffed with marvelous objects 
that won’t be seen elsewhere that it’s hard to walk through 
the place. Stuff hangs from the high ceilings, bulges from 

the walls, covers the floors, and is just everywhere. There 
are musical instruments made out of dried gourds hanging 
from the ceiling, shelves of books for sale on various related 
subjects, baskets and other woven things, and people fixing 
antique chairs on crowded tables. The beautiful old chairs 
people bring in for repair often have carved backs and arms 
that belong in a museum, but Suki and I go there for pine 
needle basket classes. Before this, I never knew there were 
baskets made out of pine needles. We’ve actually gathered 
the needles from pine trees in our neighborhood, but the 
longest and best come from the “Long Needle Pine” from 
South Carolina. They sell them at the shop and our friend 
Bob, a real artist, teaches us how to work with them.

Suki and I refer to the bathroom at this odd place as 
“The museum.” It too, is a large room filled with woven 
things, hats, baskets, anything that can be woven from 
natural fibers. The people who work at this warehouse full 
of fascinating objects are artists and craftsmen. There is a 
man who makes flutes out of wood, a woman named Grace 
who makes costumes for famous performers, and, not far 
from The Caning Shop is “The Potter’s Studio,” another 
huge place, this one dedicated to ceramics.

As I believe I’ve mentioned before, Berkeley is also 
home to Lacis, a fabulous store and museum all about 
handmade lace and costume making. I used to live not far 
from there and took classes in lace knitting and tatting. 
Don’t know what tatting is? Look it up!

Suki and I sit there with Bob, our teacher who is well 
past eighty, smart, interesting and fun. We laugh it up 
while we work on our baskets, talk, and sometimes even 
recite poetry.

Last year I met a man in my dentist’s waiting room and 
we started gabbing and telling stories too. Well, the next 
time I went to the dentist to get my teeth cleaned, I found 
out he must have enjoyed himself, because it turned out he 
paid my dental bill.

Oh my God…
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Club Scenes: February First Friday Sea Glass Presentation
Photos courtesy of Liz Lopez
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Local Upcoming Events of Interest to Club Members:

San Francisco Crystal Fair Show 
3/8 - 3/9/2025
Hours: Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm; Sun 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Venue: San Francisco County Fair Building - Golden Gate Park; 
1199 9th Avenue, at Lincoln Blvd.
Admission $14 (12 and under free)
Website: https://www.crystalfair.com

Santa Clara Valley Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show 
3/15 - 3/16/2025
Hours: Sat 10:00 am -5:00 pm; Sun 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Venue: Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Rd. San Jose, CA
Admission $8 (12 and under free)
Website: https://www.scvgms.org

Fresno Gem & Mineral Show
3/21 - 3/23/2025
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00 am - 5:00 pm; Sun 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Venue: Clovis CA Rodeo Grounds
748 Rodeo Dr., Clovis CA
Website: http://fgms.rocks

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society Show
3/22 - 3/23/2025
Venue: Ken Miller Recreation Center
3341 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA
Website: http://southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com

Commemorative 90th 
Anniversary Enamel Pins 

Available Now!
Designed by an SFGMS member and produced in a limited 
quantity of 250, this high-quality soft enamel pin is the 
perfect addition to your backpack, jean jacket, apron, or just 
about anything else where you want to show off your SFGMS 
pride. Buy yours at the clubhouse at the March Open House 
on March 8, or at the St. Patrick's Party on March 16. Pin 
purchases also come with a sticker of the same design!
(At this time, we are unable to mail pins/stickers.)
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Local Upcoming Events of Interest to Club Members:

Sunday

10 AM - 3 PM
Lapidary,

Silversmithing

Monday

10 AM - 1 PM
Lapidary

6 PM - 9 PM
Lapidary

Tuesday

9 AM - 10 PM
Lapidary,

Silversmithing,
Spheremaking

7 PM - 10 PM
Lapidary

Thursday

10 AM -3 PM
Spheremaking

3 PM - 6 PM
Goldsmithing

6 PM - 9 PM
Gem Carving

Wednesday

9 AM - Noon
Lapidary

6 PM - 9 PM
Lapidary,
Faceting

Friday

CLOSED

Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM
Lapidary,

Silversmithing,
Spheremaking

CLUBHOUSE WEEKLY SCHEDULE
PLEASE BE SURE TO CALL THE CLUBHOUSE (415-564-4230) BEFORE TRAVELING.

SPECIAL DATES IN March :

First Friday Clubhouse Meeting on Zoom 
March 7th, Friday • 7:00 pm

SF Gem & Mineral Society Club Fair & Open House
March 8th, Saturday • 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
     Contact Tony to reserve a spot: tonythetm@aol.com

In Person Instructors Meeting with Zoom Option
March 9th, (Note) Sunday • 11:00 am

Board Meeting on Zoom*
March 10th, Monday Night • 7:00 pm 
    *Zoom -Info: tonythetm@aol.com

Mineralog April 2025 Submission Deadline
March 12th, Wednesday • 5:00 pm

In-Person St. Patrick’s Celebration & Potluck 
At the Clubhouse
March 16th, Sunday • 4:00 - 8:00 pm

Aeven Kakihara
Alex Lane
Alice Heimsoth
Andrew Koller
Anelga Halajian
Annabella Phillips
Asa Perryman
Bo Lu
Carla Hasegawa
Carol Walls
Christoper  Greger
Daryl Ducharme
David I. Hoffman
Derek Raymond
Elaine Ambrosia
Elaine Driskill
Eliza Ngo
Howard Wease
Ione Brain
Jamie Fields
Jeanette Van Klaveren
Jerl Sulley
Joe Dempsey

John Chirarou
Johnathan Walker
Jordan Kushins
Kelly Mccullough
Kelly Coote
Krystal Pizzuti
Larry Hitchcock
Lyle Schoeff
Maeta Phouprasent
Mari Shimada
Maria Cresci
Martha Quaresma
Melody Lai
Natasha Volhontseff
Prentice Welch
Stan Bogosian
Stephanie Sasse
Susan Logas
Trevor McLaughlin
Veronica Robertsun
Zemin Luo
Zoe Martintto

CLUB BIRTHDAYS IN March
Note: Exact birth “DATES” are not shared to protect privacy.

W E  W E LCO M E  N E W  M E M B E R S
F R O M  F ebruary       :

Christina Stenstrom
Christopher Greger
Katherine Dunham
Michael Hogan
Rob Long To add, update or change a calendar event, 

please contact mineralog@protonmail.com☞

mailto:tonyhem%40aol.com?subject=Board%20Meeting
mailto:tonyhem%40aol.com?subject=Board%20Meeting
mailto:mineralog%40protonmail.com?subject=Add%2C%20Update%2C%20Change
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SAN FRANCISCO GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.
4134 Judah Street, San Francisco, CA  94122-1125

415-564-4230 • WWW.SF-GMS.ORG

Membership Activities Include:
Earth Sciences, Lapidary, Field Trips, Collecting, Jewelry Making, Classes

An Educational Non-Profit Organization Founded in 1935
Member, California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

OFFICERS

President	 Kirk Kwiatkowski	 handsofglass33@gmail.com
Vice President	 Bob Kozak	 topaz00805@comcast.net	 650-554-0251
Treasurer	 Andrew Chan	 achan123@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary	 Mary Sue Bucher	 midnightcloud@hotmail.com
Corresponding Secretary	 David Zandman	 davidzandman@gmail.com
Membership Secretary	 Tony DeLeon	 tonythetm@aol.com	 415-624-7576
Museum Curator	 Geno De Hostos	 hostos@pacbell.net	 415-244-1965
Entertainment Director	 Robert Courtney	 exlibrys13@yahoo.com
Librarian	 Mariana Photiou	 parathiraki@gmail.com	 415-712-2997

DIRECTORS ON THE BOARD

	 Joe Dempsey	 dempseygategems@live.com	 415-731-2701
	 Bill Kaplow	 wkaplow@gmail.com	 415-722-4939
	 Trevor McLaughlin	 trevormclaughlin9@gmail.com
	 Elizabeth Lopez	 lopezelsf@gmail.com	
	 Robert Courtney	 exlibrys13@yahoo.com
	 Amanda Ganong	 amandaganong@gmail.com

OPERATIONAL COMMITTEES

Donations	 Joe Dempsey	 dempseygategems@live.com	 415-731-2701
Donations	 Bob Kozak	 topaz00805@comcast.net	 650-554-0251
Federation Liaison	 Dylan Mooney	 djmooney@sfsu.edu	 415-308-8271
Field Trip Chair	 Stan Bogosian	 sbogosian@aol.com	 408-568-2489
Faceting Instructor	 Kirk Kwiatkowski	 handsofglass33@gmail.com	
Mineralog Editor	 Christopher DeWinter	 mineralog@protonmail.com	
Mining Property	 Stan Bogosian 	 sbogosian@aol.com	 408-568-2489
Purchasing	 Ron Hall	 ronaldkhall@gmail.com	 415-531-3595
Safety	 Ron Hall	 ronaldkhall@gmail.com	 415-531-3595
Shop Foreman	 Ron Hall	 ronaldkhall@gmail.com	 415-531-3595
Show Committee Chair	 Tony DeLeon	 tonythetm@aol.com	 415-624-7576
Web Site	 Christopher DeWinter	 mineralog@protonmail.com

THE MINERALOG STAFF

Copy Editor/Proofreader	 Robin Crabill	 recses@comcast.net	 415-233-1860
Editing/Calendar	 Christopher DeWinter 	 mineralog@protonmail.com	

THE MINERALOG
We are always 

grateful for editorial 
and photographic 

submissions, especially 
from our members.

To contribute content, 
submit story or calendar 

additions, updates  
or corrections, please  

email the Editor:
mineralog@protonmail.com

Deadline for April 
Mineralog is 5:00 PM
Wednesday, Mar. 12th

Any submissions 
or changes received 

after the deadline will 
automatically be included 
in the following month’s 

Mineralog.

Original material 
published in the 

Mineralog that is not 
copyrighted may be 

reprinted with all due and 
proper credits.

For Membership Info, 
contact the Membership 

Secretary:
tonythetm@aol.com

Bloodstone

mailto:ronaldkhall%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ronaldkhall%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ronaldkhall%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mineralog%40protonmail.com?subject=SF%20GMS%20Content
mailto:tonythem%40aol.com?subject=Membership%20Info

